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A N A L Y T I C S

DATA SHEET

Discovery Agent
See what’s changing.
Act before it matters.



Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit, 
sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exercitation ullamco laboris nisi ut.

Lorem ipsum dolar sit 
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Discovery Agent is an intelligent anomaly detector 

inside Qlik Cloud®. It constantly scans your 

data for meaningful changes across complex, 

multidimensional relationships without rules, 

thresholds, or manual checking. Powered by the 

Qlik Analytics® Engine, Discovery Agent evaluates 

context, significance, and impact to surface the 

changes that deserve attention, not just those 

that crossed a static line.

Instead of reacting after issues appear in 

dashboards, Discovery Agent helps teams 

move earlier. It prioritizes emerging risks and 

opportunities, explains what changed in clear 

language, and connects insight directly to 

exploration and action.

In modern business landscapes, critical changes happen 
faster than teams can monitor. Dashboards explain what 
already occurred, but only after someone goes looking. 
Rules-based insights rely on predefined thresholds that 
are rigid, noisy, and often blind to early signals. As data 
volumes and complexities grow, organizations need an 
always-on way to surface what truly matters, understand 
why it changed, and act before performance is impacted.

Introduction

With Discovery Agent, your teams can:
•	 Detect meaningful changes across complex,  

interconnected data

•	 Focus attention with ranked, significance-based 

insights

•	 Understand what changed and why through 

plain-language explanations

•	 Act faster by flowing directly into dashboards 

or automated responses

Stop watching dashboards.

Start letting intelligence watch your business.
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Discovery Agent is Qlik’s AI-driven anomaly and change detection capability, built directly into Qlik 
Cloud. It serves as an always-on monitoring layer that identifies unexpected spikes, drops, trend shifts, 
new baselines, and data quality issues as soon as they appear.

Unlike traditional alerting systems that depend on predefined logic, Discovery Agent adapts to real-
world data behavior. It uses the Qlik Analytics Engine to evaluate significance across wide dimensional 
combinations, ensuring users only see anomalies that truly matter.

Discovery Agent surfaces insights through:
• A prioritized feed ranking detected anomalies by importance
• A daily digest summarizing key changes across apps
• Readable explanations that highlight what changed and where it occurred

Designed for executives and analytics teams alike, Discovery Agent reduces manual monitoring effort 
and creates a reliable early warning system for operations, finance, customer experience, and more.

What Is Discovery Agent?

At the core of Discovery Agent is the Qlik 
Analytics Engine, a purpose-built engine 
designed for context-aware analysis at scale.

Unlike SQL-based approaches that evaluate 
each query in isolation, the Qlik Analytics 
Engine maintains global context across the 
entire dataset. It “remembers” prior selections, 
understands relationships across dimensions, 
and evaluates what has changed in relation 
to everything else that did not. This allows 
Discovery Agent to detect shifts that matter 
in real business context, not just statistical 
anomalies.

Why Discovery Agent 
Is Different

Because calculations are incremental, in-memory, and optimized for associative exploration, Discovery 
Agent can continuously evaluate millions of relationships with speed and efficiency. This dramatically 
reduces noise, improves signal quality, and minimizes unnecessary load on underlying data platforms.

The result is:

• Intelligence you can trust
• Clearer priorities, not more alerts
• Adaptive understanding, not static rules

Discovery Agent turns constant data change into focused, actionable insight.

Fig 1. Discovery Agent alerts in the feed
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Detect what matters
• Automatically identify spikes, drops, reversals, 

and new normals
• Evaluate impact and sensitivity to surface only 

materially meaningful changes
• Recognize early signs of operational risk or 

financial deviation
• Catch data quality issues before they impact 

decisions

Understand changes instantly
• Read clear, plain-language summaries explaining 

what changed
• Filter noise with significance scoring and 

context-aware evaluation
• Increase trust in insights with consistent, 

transparent detection
• Equip every team with actionable data moment 

by moment

Act in the moment
• Jump directly into Qlik dashboards for deeper 

exploration
• Trigger actions or workflows using automation 

capabilities in Qlik Cloud
• Improve responsiveness, SLA adherence, and 

business performance
• Prevent costly issues and capture opportunities 

earlier

Discovery Agent shifts organizations from passive 
monitoring to proactive action.

Business Value: Detect, 
Understand, Act

Fig 2. Alert Feed with deviation from expected values

STEP 1 — DETECT
The system is always on, scanning updated app 
data models to identify:
• Spikes and dips
• Trend direction changes
• New or emerging baselines
• Record highs or lows
• Divergence from expected patterns
• Missing or inconsistent data
This requires no thresholds and no rules to 
maintain.

STEP 2 — EVALUATE
Discovery Agent determines which changes 
truly matter by analyzing:
• Magnitude relative to historical norms
• Context across dimensions and measures
• Variance from typical behavior
• Light key driver cues when available
This reduces noise and prevents alert fatigue.

How Does Discovery 
Agent Work?
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Engine-Powered Scale and Efficiency
The Qlik Analytics Engine, available only from Qlik, applies associative data 
analysis to explore wide combinations of fields and dimensions without heavy 
SQL. This enables large-scale monitoring with exceptional speed and efficiency.

Continuous, Rules-Free Monitoring
Discovery Agent requires no thresholds or rules. It adapts automatically to 
changing data and remains always on, reducing analyst workload and eliminating 
brittle alert frameworks.

Business-Ready Insight Delivery
Readable summaries, prioritization, and digest reporting make insights 
immediately understandable for non-technical users.

Governance and Trust
Discovery Agent follows the same enterprise-grade security, governance, and 
access controls used across Qlik Cloud, ensuring insight delivery aligns with each 
user’s permissions.

Designed for Today, Built for Tomorrow
Discovery Agent is integrated into Qlik Cloud today, working alongside Qlik 
Answers, MCP, and automation to surface, explain, and route meaningful changes 
in real time. As part of Qlik’s trusted intelligence layer, it feeds high-value signals 
directly into analytics and agent-driven workflows, so insights lead to action as 
complexity grows.

Why Discovery Agent?

STEP 3 — DELIVER
Insights are delivered through:
• A ranked feed highlighting the most 

important changes
• A daily digest summarizing key shifts across 

monitored apps
• Clear, plain-language explanations anyone 

can understand

Insights reach users faster and more reliably 
than manual reviews ever could.

STEP 4 — EXPLORE and ACT with Answers
Discovery Agent insights can be explored using 
Qlik Answers® to:
• Ask natural language follow-up questions about 

detected changes
• Understand drivers and contributing factors in 

full business context
• Navigate directly to the relevant application

This connects detected changes to deeper 
understanding and action without requiring users 
to hunt for answers.



See what’s possible 
right now!

About Qlik
Qlik helps teams get more out of AI with data they can rely on and control. It delivers trusted data products, a 
powerful analytics engine, and AI agents. This helps teams reduce risk, keep operating costs in check, and scale AI 
responsibly as needs evolve. Used by 75% of the Fortune 500, Qlik supports customers worldwide. Qlik works with 
the systems and partners customers already use, so teams can stay flexible without lock-in. 
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Take the Tour

Customer and Product
• Unexpected shifts in adoption or usage
• Surges in support cases or failure rates
• Early signals of churn-related behavior

Data Quality and Governance
• Missing data from upstream systems
• Changes in distributions or reference values
• Structural anomalies in critical metrics

Discovery Agent delivers value wherever 
leaders need early visibility into change before it 
becomes impact.

Operations
• Drops in on-time delivery
• Throughput or capacity anomalies
• Spikes in incidents or defect rates

Finance
• Shifts in margin, cost centers, or cash flow
• Variances emerging mid cycle
• Unusual patterns in expense categories

Supply Chain
• New baselines in demand or fulfillment
• Forecast divergence
• Irregularities in inventory or replenishment

Industry Use Cases

https://tour.qlik.com/share/dfpjmgqlavop

